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are full with the feelings of nayikabhava that shows the
deepest love with her lover, unable to bear even a
moment's separation from him. Being a poet himself
Parasara could have naturally been attracted to this
particular stanza which gave him ample scope for the
delineation of the love-lorn condition of the Alvar who
was also a poet of extra-ordinary merit.

Introducing his commentary Parasara gives the context
in which the speaker (Alvar or Nayika) describes her
beloved who approached her. The Nayika who is now
separated from her beloved, goes to a garden in the
outskirts of the town under the pretext of gathering some
flowers. The Nayaka who was also pining due to separation
from his lady-love comes to the same place under the
pretext of hunting some wild animals. They are thus
brought together and after sometime the Nayaka leaves
the scene. The verse under discussion is the Nayika9 s
expression of the experience she had with her beloved.
To be more precise, the Nayika tells her confidant that
the Nayaka who with dark curly hair dangling on his
shoulders, brilliant ear-ornaments illumining those locks
of hair and vice-versa, holding the bow as a support.
possessed of hands, mouth, eyes and feet resembling
red lotuses, stood before her and sprang a surprise as
it were. The Nayika, knowing fully well that he was
afflicted by love for herself, mistook him for a moment
though, for the Lord Himself, adding that she was struck
with a sense of awe. It is also clear by the way in
which the Nayika refers to the Nayaka as wielding the
bow and as 'having come along with another' that she
is identifying herself with Sita.

In his introduction Parasara gives a brief resume of
the entire hymn of TimneduntaJitakam which consists
of 30 stanzas. These can be divided into three decads